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BOOK REVIEWS 



The Fixed Law of Patents. By William Macomber, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Boston, Mass. : Little, Brown & Company. 

The plan adopted by the author, as well as the title of the work, 
is somewhat novel. The title of the work is based on the plan fol- 
lowed of quoting the Statute and extracts from the Appellate Courts 
in the leading cases bearing upon the subject. What is the fixed law 
relative to the various subjects is thought to be better ascertained by 
the use of the exact language of the Appellate Courts in selected cases 
bearing upon the subject than by statements of the text writer as to 
what he may understand to be the decisions of the courts upon the 
subject. Mr. Macomber has, therefore, treated the various subjects, 
and sub-divisions, relative to the law of patents, in alphabetical order, 
first where the subject admits of it, by quoting the statute, and then 
by giving excerpts relative to the subject from the leading cases, using, 
except in minor instances, the language of the Court, and sometimes 
premising with a general statement before the citation of authorities. 
Another novel feature of the work is that the author does not make 
use of the decisions of the U. S. Circuit Courts, in that they are liable 
to change and reversal, but quotes merely from the decisions of the 
U. S. Supreme Court and the decisions of the U. S. Courts of Appeal 
of the nine circuits. 

The subjects are arranged in alphabetical order, allowing of easy 
reference and method of finding the leading and latest decisions of the 
Appellate Courts bearing upon the subject. The work is one which 
will be welcomed not only by the patent bar, but by the profession gen- 
erally, where particular subjects and authorities relative to the law of 
patents may be desired to be investigated by the general practitioner. 

In citing the authorities, the author has also adopted a novel plan 
of abbreviating the titles of the cases. The author thinks that the day 
has gone by when the learned Judge, or lawyer, may give from mem- 
ory the title of the leading cases. This may be unfortunately true, 
due perhaps to the existence of books of easy reference, such as per- 
haps the author's, when one need no longer rely on memory, and neglects 
the habit. The author has also premised the work with "a Brief Sur- 
vey," which, it appears from the preface, was an afterthought and 
supplemental. This brief survey considers the subjects in alphabetical 
order, but too briefly to be of much value in itself, the value being in 
the references noted therein to the later sections of the work. The 
book is a digest, and as such will prove one of very considerable value, 
being well arranged and sub-divided with the excerpts from the de- 
cisions well selected, and generally well in point. An additional value 
to the work is that, being just published, it is up-to-date, which makes 
a vauable addition to the work-shelf of a busy practitioner. 

H.P. 



The Legislation of the Empire, 1898-1907. C. E. A. Bedwell, Editor. 
(Four Volumes. 1909. London: Butterworth and Co., 11 and 12 
Bellyard Temple Bar. 

Comparative legislation becomes a study of increasing importance 
with the development of a tendency to abandon the laissez faire princi- 
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